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Furthermore the semantic and syntactic properties of (1) and (12) are quite different. Here we can have
two categories but they should be subdivided. For instance, the types of “ascriptive’ are too heterogeneous
to maintain one category.

Secondly, the distinction between ‘class’ and “property’ is quite useful. “haksaeng” of (2) is the
name of a class and “ppalgansaek’ of (3) is the name of a property. The difference of the two types is that
the former has a possibility for dichotomy but the latter has a degree of the property. This semantic
difference makes a syntactic difference. But this distinction between “class’ and “property” is not always
clear. The syntactic difference of the two lexemes and difficulty of distinction between “class’ and
“property” will be shown in 3.3.

Thirdly, in terms of typological perspective, the parts of speech of Ys are various: nominal,
adjectival, verbal, quantificational, temporal and participial. In Korean, normally a noun can be put in the
position of Y but an adjective and a verb cannot. But there are some lexemes which can admits to combine
with other elements, not only a noun. This will be mentioned in 3.3.

Fourthly, we can use the division of “normal nominal” vs, “nominal of place and time”. But before
applying the consideration to the Korean I-, we need to check the relation of inclusion; that is, “normal
nominal” can include “nominal of place and time™. See (1) and (24).

(1) i saram-i Kim Cheol-Su-(i-)"°-da.
this person-SUBJ Kim Cheol-Su-(«I-»)-DECL
“this person is Cheol-Su Kim’

(23) veogi-ga Seoul-i-da.

here-SUBJ  Seoul-«I-»-DECL
“here is Seoul”

The argument Y of (23) is a noun of place but the lexeme of I- of (23) is the same as (1), not the same as
(10). If we test the semantic characteristics and syntactic behavior of I- of (23), we come to know that it is
exactly the same as (1).

3.2 Applying semantic considerations

As mentioned in 2.2, we will investigate the meaning of I-. Firstly, the most typical grammatical ones, of
the 19 uses, are (1) and (2). Because the meaning is the most general and it simply connects the two
arguments without adding a specific meaning. On the contrary, the examples of (13) and (14) add a more
specific meaning. For instance, “i-" of (14) has the meaning “be full of / be covered with’.

Secondly, we will examine the number of actants and the characteristics of them. Some lexemes of
[- have two actants, some just inherit actants from the linguistic unit which combines with I-, some have
only one actant. The explanation of I- having two actants will be skipped. Let’s look at (8). At first glance,
[- of (8) seems to have 3 actants. But this mistaken observation can be corrected by the fact that BANDAE
of (8) has two semantic actants as we can confirm in (24). So we can say that I- of (8) has inherited the
two syntactic actants from the predicate noun BANDAE. In this paper we will consider ‘i-* of (8) as a
support verb. "

(8) na-neun  geu-gyeoljeong-e bandae-(i-)da
I-THEME that-conclusion-DAT objection-(«I-»-)DECL
‘I object to that conclusion / Me, there is objection to that conclusion’

% When I- comes after a vowel, it is usually truncated (or disappeared) in colloquial Korean.

"' In completing this paper, Prof. Mel’cuk gave me a great deal of advices. It was much appreciated. He told me ‘i-" of (8) look
similar to (16), or might even have the same meaning. I admit the lexical meaning of I- of (8) i1s quite similar to (16), but the
grammatical meaning is different with (16). But this topic is not important to this paper. Someday I hope to have an opportunity to
discuss further about the Korean support verb I-.
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